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thirty years' reign and entire power : even out of power
he has never ceased having the patronage. You cannot
really form an idea what the state of feeling is here.
There is no such thing as an opinion between one
political party and the other; there are merely Mel-
villeites, without an idea that any other man can serve
Scotland, as they call it.

; Again, what is done by Ministers from delicacy of
feeling passes here for protection. Indeed, Ministers
know nothing of Scotland; and they feel that they have
gained so much through Lord Melville's interest, that
they cannot see any other Grod to worship. It only
proves how much too far his power extended.'

Among the most personally distinguished of the
Scotch Liberals was Dugald Stewart. Though an ob-
ject of suspicion to those who detected in him edemo-
cratical tendencies,' 6 which, however,' wrote Lady
Minto,; he never brings forward in conversation,' be
had established a considerable influence over the minds
of the rising generation; such as must always belong
to a teacher who inculcates high and generous principles
with the breadth of view and candour of opinion be-
longing to a highly cultivated intellect. With him
and Mrs. Stewart the Minto family had established
relations of friendship, and in the summer of 1806
they visited Minto.

' Miuto : Juno *>.

6 The Stewarts and Lord Webb came yesterday. The
account they all give of the state of Edinburgh, aud